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A

re you interested in learning how to teach
English to adults? Reaching Out with English is a
comprehensive, 30-hour course (taught over three
weekends) that offers practical instruction for teaching
English to adults in your church or community.

What are the dates for the class?
The class meets for 30 hours, spread out over three
weekends: October 4-5, October 18-19, and November 1-2.
What time does the class meet?
Fridays: 6:00-9:30 pm; Saturdays: 8:30 am – 4:30 pm
Where does the class meet?
October 4 & 5
Hawkwood Baptist Church
20 Hawkwood Drive NW, Calgary
October 18 & 19
New Canadian Friendship Centre
Temple Crossing,
Unit 117 - 5401 Temple Drive NE, Calgary

ATESL Calgary Local
provides two kinds of
workshops:
Coffee Pot Sessions
• 2 hours
• Informal and interactive
• Saturday mornings 10-12

November 1 & 2
Centre for Newcomers
1010, 999 - 36 Street NE, Calgary

Evening Presentations
• 1-1.5 hours
• Presentation or
lecture style

How much does the class cost?
$275 per person. Special ‘Early Bird’ Rate: $225 for
registrations received on or before Sept. 23rd
What’s included in the cost?
Binder of Course Materials, Resources, Pronunciation Text,
Refreshments. Saturday lunches not included.

If you have something you
would like to share with the
ATESL community, please
contact calgary@atesl.ca for
a link to the online form (too
long to be printed here).
The Calgary Local co-chairs
will contact you after
receiving your completed
application. We thank
everyone who applies,
and if your presentation
is not chosen this year,
we will keep it on record
for consideration in future
years.

questions@eslcooperative.ca

Reaching Out With English!

Conference update page:
www.ateslconference.
com/p/blog-page.html

The ATESL Calgary Local
is looking forward to the
upcoming year! We would
like to invite you to submit
a proposal to present at a
workshop for the 20132014 year.
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Early bird registration
ends September 20th.

ATESL Needs
Workshop
Presenters

News Worthy!

When is payment due?
Payment is due upon registration.

Over the span of this course, you will learn how to start
a new ESL program—or make an existing one more
effective; teach various skill areas (pronunciation, grammar,
conversation) more effectively; explore teaching in a crosscultural setting; serve beginner through advanced learners;
develop effective lesson plans; locate resources for
continued professional development and observe English
language classes taught by experienced TESL teachers. You
will also prepare and teach two short lessons to English
language learners.

Where do I get more information?
Visit www.eslcooperative.ca for course overview,
comments from former students, short articles, and
practical resources.
How do I register?
Registration information is available at
www.eslcooperative.ca. Payment can be made by
cheque, or online using PayPal.
Discount codes are available for community partners and
groups of 3 or more. Bursary requests are considered. See
website for more details.
...continued on page 2
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What’s the High Today? by James Edel

I

often ask new students to my class what the temperature is in the
classroom or, “What’s the high for today?” I inevitably receive a
response that is out of whack - even 10 or 15 degrees off! You want
to know how to get unpopular in Calgary? Tell people the high is 15 when
it’s actually 25. ESL students, especially literacy students, may not be
sensitized to the importance of temperature in Canada. This can handicap
you in a variety of situations in Canada. You may look silly in a small-talk
conversation about weather. You may dress wrong for the weather. You
may leave your plants out during an early frost and they may die. If we
are training new-comers to acclimatize to a Canadian work environment,
then temperature is an essential part of office chatter. Here are some
suggestions at how to work temperature into your class routine:
1.

Have a different student each day in charge of bringing the
newspaper to class and write the predicted high and low of the day.
I require students to write these figures in their day-timers. This
also encourages organizational skills and improves their scheduling
ability.

2.

Look at weather websites to practice interpreting data and analyzing
graphs. Compare the differences in 3 predictions of the high of the
day for today or 5 days from now.

3.

Use a website like www.accuweather.com to compare the predicted
high and low with the actual high and low.

4.

Teach Fahrenheit vs. Celsius in case they make trips to the States or
have an American-made thermostat. 100ºF = 38ºC; also 70ºF is 21ºC.
(0ºC = +32ºF, and every 5º difference in C = 9º difference in F.)

5.

Discuss room temperature. Make a chart of what temperatures
students set their home thermostats at. Discuss power companies,
or power rates.

6.

Discuss weather idioms: “raining cats and dogs”, “fairweather friend”, “under the weather”, “weather permitting”.
(from http://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/weather)

Comments from Previous Registrants

7.

“The training has given me greater confidence and an eagerness to apply
some of what I’ve learned in my church ESL situation.”

Describe a Chinook; discuss accompanying physical symptoms
(headaches).

8.

“I think this course is an amazing value for the cost and I appreciate the
variety of presentation by so many skilled personnel. The ESL Cooperative
Ministry staff is so friendly and welcoming.”

Discuss natural disasters and weather. Make a list of the different
kinds of natural disasters and give examples.

9.

“This was a very worthwhile experience for me personally. Taking time away
from my busy life is a real commitment for me and I’m glad that this 30-hr.
training offered so much information and insight. This will definitely enable
me to help make a difference in people’s lives. Keep up the good work!”

Make a chart of the countries represented in your class and the
highest/lowest temperature that students have faced from those
countries. List ways to beat the heat (or cold).

10. Write a story about horrible weather and how you dealt with it. Ask
students to contribute a story.
(James Edel currently teaches ESL at Columbia College in Calgary and attends
Northside Bible Fellowship)
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Practical instruction for teaching English to adults in your church or community
Fall 2013—1 course over 3 weekends—Oct. 4-5, Oct. 18-19, Nov. 1-2

Reach New Canadians in Your Community
The ESL Cooperative’s 30-hour training will prepare
you to use ESL to reach your community:
• Reach out in love across cultural boundaries
• Learn to plan and deliver conversation-style lessons
• Receive a comprehensive training manual and resources
Fall 2013 Dates & Locations:
Fridays 6:00 - 9:30 p.m.
Saturdays 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
October 4 & 5

Hawkwood Baptist Church

October 18 & 19

New Canadian Friendship Centre

November 1 & 2

“This was a very worthwhile experience for me personally. Taking time away
from my busy life is a real commitment for me and I’m glad that this 30-hr.
training offered so much information and insight. This will definitely enable me
to help make a difference in people’s lives. Keep up the good work!”

See our
Upcoming Events page
for more details:

http://bit.ly/YaFM3z
Pay by cheque, or online using Paypal

Centre for Newcomers

$275 per person

Limited spots available. Enroll today!

$225 Early bird price
until Sept. 23

www.eslcooperative.ca

